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Can algorithms 
truly understand 
Africa?

• We are told:
• big data can predict elections, 
• digital footprints reveal public opinion 
• AI can replace field intelligence 
• and machine learning can decode human 

behaviour at scale. 

Can an algorithm alone explain:

 silence born from fear, 

 loyalty shaped by ethnicity, 

 distrust of institutions, 

 hidden voting behaviour, 

 or cultural nuances expressed in languages 
many AI systems still cannot process 
accurately? 

Today, this presentation argues that while AI is 
powerful, African public opinion research cannot 
completely surrender itself to algorithms yet.

• We’re talking:
• Machine Learning 
• Forecasting Models
• Natural Language Processing
• Digital Tracing (online patterns & 

behaviours)



The nights many of us were terribly wrong !!!

 Misled governments 

 Distorted policy

 Influenced markets wrongly

 Destabilised elections

 Eroded trust in research itself 
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Who is tipped to win?

A predictive poll by XXX puts Obi 
ahead of the two main 

challengers ……

Another poll by YYY does not foresee a 
frontrunner but suggests that Obi and 
Abubakar could garner a sufficient 
number of ballots to meet the 25% 

vote spread in 24 of Nigeria’s 36 states 
required by law to win.

The forecast whose survey polled three 
million people and predicts a close race 
between the opposition PDP (38%) and 

the ruling APC (29%).

https://www.stears.co/premium/article/stears-poll-predicts-nigerias-next-president/
https://www.sbmintel.com/2023/02/the-eie-sbm-2023-election-forecast-it-all-hinges-on-insecurity-and-turnout/
https://businessday.ng/politics/article/polaf-poll-tips-atiku-to-win-in-close-race/


Prediction by STREAM Insight (Feb. 2023)

Sample size    = 4,000
Methodology  = F2F Quant Survey
2 states per geopolitical zone + FCT
Voters eligibility representative



Poll/

Organizatio
n

Field Date Predicted Leader Topline Findings

Poll 1 Jan–Feb 
2024

Amadou Ba (ruling 
coalition) Ba 37%, Faye 33%, others 30%

Poll 2 Mid–March 
2024 Neck‑and‑neck raceFaye 36%, Ba 35%, undecided 

20%

Poll 3 Late March 
2024

Faye leading 
slightly Faye 42%, Ba 38%, others 20%





Polling 
Organization

Date 
(2024‑2025) Predicted Leader Topline Estimate

Poll 1 Nov–Dec 2024 Tidjane Thiam 
(PDCI)

Thiam 38%, Koné 33%, 
Gbagbo 22%

Poll 2 Jan 2025 Tiémoko Meyliet 
Koné (RHDP)

Koné 41%, Thiam 36%, 
Gbagbo 17%

Poll 3 Feb 2025 Thiam Thiam 45%, Koné 32%, 
Gbagbo 15%

Poll 4 March 2025 
(final pre‑vote) Neck‑and‑neck Koné 39%, Thiam 38%, 

Gbagbo 19%

Poll 5 February 2025 Gbagbo (regional 
strongholds)

Gbagbo leading only in 
western zones (up to 45%)





Digital Noise ≠ Public Opinion

Twitter is not Nigeria.

Facebook is not Kenya.

TikTok is not Angola.

Digital noise in Africa is not public opinion.















• Which political party would you like to win the next election? (X) 

• Which political party do you think will win the next election?    (X) 

• “Who influences your decision to vote?” 



• Will your client get the highest number of votes nationwide? 

• Will your client win at least 25% of the votes in at least two-thirds of the states and the FCT.



Region

% Votes Party A
 is Predicted to 

win in 2027

Number of 
Registered 

Voters 
(2023)

Possible Vote 
Counts for Party A 

in 2027

Turn-Out Rate
 (2023) 

Predicted Vote 
Counts for Party A in 

2027

Region 1 34% 5,921,370
                                                                           

2,013,266 30.15%         607,000 

Region 2 38% 2,172,056
                                                                              

825,381 29.84%         246,294 

Region 3 17% 1,926,870
                                                                              

327,568 26.71%           87,493 

Region 4 48% 3,516,719
                                                                           

1,688,025 31.03%         523,794 

Region 5 50% 4,335,208
                                                                           

2,167,604 32.33%         700,786 

Region 6 47% 2,032,041
                                                                              

955,059 29.81%         284,703 

Region 7 65% 2,351,298
                                                                           

1,528,344 40.78%         623,259 

Total 22,255,562
                                      

9,505,247      3,073,329 

Prediction Model for Actual Vote Count in an Election  



THE HYBRID RESEARCH MODEL

Technology-Driven Methods:

• Digital analytics 

• Mobile research 

• AI-assisted modelling 

• Machine learning

Representativeness remains the foundation of credibility.

Human-Centred Methods:

• Face-to-face interviews 

• FGDs 

• IDIs

• Ethnography 

• Vox Pop

• Contextual interpretation 

• Local expertise 

• Community intelligence
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